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Two like vowels in succession are pronounced as a pho-
netically overlong [ =long] vowel, equal in duration to two
vowels of normal length (§ 1).

But if the second vowel in such a combination is follow-
ed by a long nasal, or if it is higher in pitch than the
immediately following syllable, there is a diminution in
loudness between the two vowels (sometimes accompanied
by a slight glottal constriction) and a renewal pulse of ex-
piration on the second.
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The diminution in loudness (accompanied by glottal con-
striction) between certain consecutive vowels in rapid or
moderately slow speech is not a phoneme of ‘open juncture’
orthe like, but an automatic phenomenon, predictable in
terms of the phonetic environment.
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We have no right (and we don’t want) to establish any

‘phonemic’ relations between the stops of a ‘pill’ and of a
‘spill’, for the stop of a ‘spill’ is not in a phonetic se-
quehce where it may contrast with a not-voiceless articula-
tion. (rhig) There appears to be no alternative to consid-
ering the stops of ‘spill, spare, spin’, etc. as corresponding
to a different phoneme from the stops of ‘pill, pare, nap
lip, tapper, slapper’, etc.
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that is, in spite of spelling, there is no such 2-1 clus-
ter as */ps-/. This fact of arrangement is one of the rea-
sons why it seems best to analyze the initial of chump as
a single segment, rather than as a cluster of /t/ and /8/.
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