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(24 R)

(D For essential thing about a language is that it should be an instrument for the

communication of our thoughts to others. There is no good in having symbols for our
thoughts unless we wish our thoughts to become known to those about us. He who has
no thoughts to communicate, no wants to be supplied, has no need of a language. But
such a being, to use the word of Aristotle, is (¥ Y ¥ v &3] F#) “either a beast or a
god ;" or as we might, perhaps, render in modern phraseology, either a hermit or an
angel. The voiceless Yogi of India, or the Bernardine nun of southern France, is but
as a dumb animal, or the hapless deafmute who has never been trained. (chap. Il p. 97)
(@ Language, in short, is the prerogative of man, distinguishing him from the brute
beast, it is the basis and bond of society. Man is “a social animal” in virtue of
language ; society could not exist without language any more than language could

without society. The two are correlative terms, though it is for the sake of society that

language has been formed. It is a social product, springing up with the first commu-
nity, developing with the increasing needs of culture and civilization, - (p. 98)

® But though it is a social product, it may also with strict truth be spoken of as
growing up. A society never met together to make a language. To imagine this would
be to revive the theories of the last century, which referred all society and government
to a contract entered into by our remote forefathers. We do not call the present volume
a book because we have made a formal agreement with our neighbours to do so, but
because if we called it biblion or liber we should not be understood by the majority of

them. The language which we speak is the heritage which has come down to us from

the past, like the laws by which we are governed, or the habits and customs to which

we conform. We represent our idea of a printed work by the word book, because we
have been taught to do so by others, and those who taught us had been taught by others,
those again by others. (pp. 98-99)
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(A4 v b =—)L Alterations of the old material of language ; change of the words
which are still retained as the substance of expression; and this of two kinds or
subclasses : 1. change in uttered form ; 2. change in content or signification ; the two,
as we shall see, occurring either independently or in conjunction. II. Losses of the old
material of language, disappearance of what has been in use; and this also of two
kinds : 1. loss of complete words ; 2. loss of grammatical forms and distinctions. IIL
Production of new material ; additions to the old stock of a language, in the way of

new words or new forms ; external expansion of the resources of expression. (p. 44)
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